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Values and Identities of Eastern European and Balkan Nations

The enlargement of the European Union to the countries of Eastern and Central Europe took place in three stages: on 1 May 2004 with Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia; on 1 January 2007 with Romania and Bulgaria; and on 1 July 2013 with Croatia. This enlargement has considerably changed the nature and dimension of the European Union. Today, at the end of 2021, four other Western Balkan countries have been granted 'candidate' status, Albania, Northern Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia, which is why they are also considered in this study.

This enlargement, which increased the population and territory of the EU by more than 50%, was a direct result of the collapse of the Iron Curtain, the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia between 1988 (Poland) and 1991.

The European Union was thus enlarged to include countries bordering Russia, countries that had been forcibly integrated into the Soviet Union, and countries that found themselves at war with their neighbours in the mid-1990s, such as Slovenia and Croatia!

Economically, while the EU was distinguished until 2004 by a developed and generally prosperous North and a South that was catching up, the enlargement towards the East and South-East considerably increased the wealth gap between countries, which can now range from 6 to 1 per capita, as between Luxembourg and Bulgaria! Whereas the North-South divide was the dominant division in the Europe of 6, 12 or 15, a new divide has appeared, between West and East! This divide is not simply economic, it is also political, based on identity and linked to the roots of the peoples! It has nothing to do with the false divide, artificially invented and maintained by the Brussels bubble between "old" and "new" Member States!

For beyond the economic differences, these enlargements have profoundly changed the political landscape in the European Union! From the traditional left-right dominance of Western Europe, with a predominance of the "social-democrat/christian-democrat" alternation, new political forces have emerged, more identity-based and nationalistic.

Today, one could say that the European Union is crossed by three currents which have common logics and approaches, even if of course there are nuances and differences:

● Firstly, there is a Germanic and Nordic Europe, which is very sensitive to environmental issues, free-trading and rigorous in terms of spending, to the point that it was described as "stingy" during the last European budgetary debates.

● On the other side, there would be a southern bloc, from Portugal to Greece, via Italy and France used to public deficits, fond of state interventionism, generally demanding more Europe.

● In addition, and since the last enlargements, there is the group of Eastern countries, notably around the 4 countries of the Visegrad Group (Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia), more attached to their sovereignty, freedoms and identities.

Empirically, it can be seen that the Balkan candidate countries are halfway between the position of the southern and eastern countries. Politically, they are much closer to the position of the Eastern countries.

The opportunity for the development of the ID Group in the 3rd Group of States is therefore obvious, even if for reasons of circumstance this is not yet the case. Many political parties from Eastern and Central European and Western Balkan countries have rather affiliated themselves with traditional European political forces, as a sign of their willingness to integrate into European political structures. However, they have increasingly distanced themselves from them sociologically and politically. An example is the Romanian Social Democratic Party, a legacy of the Communist Party, which is affiliated to the SLD group, although it is increasingly less in line with its orientations.

The aim of the Study will therefore be to demonstrate how the ID Group could be strengthened in Eastern and Central Europe and the Western Balkans, and to identify ways in which it could contribute to the development of the European Union.

Henri Malosse
CHAPTER I

Historical roots and

and traditional values

A Slavic world first!

1. 80% of the peoples of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans are Slavs, as are the Russians, Ukrainians and Byelorussians. They belong to two sub-groups, Western Slavs and Southern Slavs, but are all attached to this large ethnic, linguistic and cultural family. This is not without consequences for a political approach to these regions, which despite great differences, share common roots, for as Immanuel Kant said, "language represents a great and important value in itself"!

2 The Slavs are one of the four major groups of Indo-Europeans who populated Europe, along with the Latins, Celts and Germans! The chance of conquests, defeats, migrations made necessary by the search for fertile land and hostile invasions from Asia divided this group into 3 main groups that are still identifiable today from a linguistic point of view: The Eastern Slavs (Russians, Ukrainians, Bielorussians), confronted with the Tatar peril but with an immense territory; the Western Slavs (Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Sorbs, Slovenes) pushed by the invasions of the Huns and the Germanic thrust, and finally the Southern Slavs or "Yugoslavs" ("Yug" meaning South in several Slavic languages): Serbs, Croats, Montenegrins, Macedonians from the North, whose advances were stopped by other Indo-European peoples who were already established in these lands, such as the Albanians, Greeks, Dacians or Thracians.

3. The linguistic and cultural similarity between the Slovenes and the Slovaks, who are in fact the same people (almost identical name in their language), is very interesting to study, but pushed by the Huns, one part of the Slovenes settled in the south, the other part, the Slovaks, further north. The two countries are often confused! For example, when a former US President declared his love for the citizens of the Slovak capital Bratislava and concluded his speech with "I love Slovenia!

4. It must also be understood that many Slavic populations were conquered by invaders and found themselves "Germanised", "Magyarised", "Bulgarianised", "Lati-nised" in Romania, "Hellenised" in Greece. The most striking example is Bulgaria, because if the first or "protobulgarians" according to the terminology of ethnologists, came from the Turkish-speaking world on the other side of the Black Sea and imposed their language in the Balkan valleys between Sofia and Varna, they could not change the language of the inhabitants who were already settled. The Bulgarian language is a Slavic language and so are the surnames. Slavic origins can be found in many Romanian, Hungarian, Austrian and German surnames!

5. The Slavic language, a well-known vehicle of a common culture, is spoken from Warsaw to Sofia, from Skopje to Prague. In spite of different intonations, vocabulary and sometimes writing (in the case of Cyrillic in Serbia, Montenegro, Northern Macedonia and Bulgaria), the common stock more or less allows a passive understanding throughout Slavic Europe. It is astonishing to see how Western Europeans and the bureaucrats in Brussels in particular ignore this primary cultural reality, while they are well aware of the Anglo-Saxon, Germanic or Latin world. It is not irrelevant either that the neighbours to the east, especially the Russians, belong to the same cultural sphere, even though there is an ancestral rivalry between the Russians and the Poles for cultural and political leadership over the Slavs of northern Europe, a rivalry that is reinforced by the rivalry between the Byzantine and Latin empires. In South-East Europe, a similar rivalry existed between Serbs, Croats and Bulgarians.

6. The cultural interpenetrations between peoples that can be understood without interpretation should not be overlooked. If today, unfortunately, the use of English as a lingua franca is spreading, it is not uncommon to come across Poles, Czechs, Russians and Serbs, each capable of expressing themselves in their own language and understanding each other, as would French and Italians speaking a Latin language or Germans and Danes, a Germanic language.

7. The irruption of the Slavic world into a Latin, Germanic and Celtic Europe necessarily had consequences that we still do not see today! We know the Germanic rigour, the Latin rationality, the rebelliousness of the Celts, but what about the Slavs? Passionate, supportive, loyal, sometimes "to the point"? Of course, one should never generalise or restrict oneself to commonplaces, but one cannot ignore the fact that in 2004 the European Union was enlarged above all to the Slavic world! Just as we cannot ignore the fact that the Slavic world is now divided between those in the West who have joined Brussels, those in the South who are in the anteroom for an indefinite period of time, and those in the East like the Russians who are excluded.

Beyond the Slavs...

8. Beyond the dominant group in this Eastern, Central and Balkan Europe, small peoples have kept or made their place.

9. Let us first talk about the Baltic peoples, even if this terminology used for Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians has only a geographical value, since they live on the Baltic Sea! In fact, only the Latvians and Lithuanians are Indo-European peoples, members of a small ethnic group called "Balts", to which also belong the "Old Prussians", who lived in the Berlin area, a people who have totally disappeared, assimilated by the Germans. Lithuanians and Latvians have had very different histories, close to the Poles and Byelorussians for the former, and to the Prussians for the latter. Their respective languages, despite having common roots, have become very different. The term "Baltic" applied to the Lithuanians is historically inaccurate, because Lithuania until the 19th century had no maritime facade, but extended as far as Minsk, today in Belarus, and far beyond! On the other hand, the maritime regions of Klaipeda, at that time the Memel region, were Prussian. Nothing is simple in this region, since southern Latvia was also Lithuanian.

10. Estonians, on the other hand, belong, like Hungarians and Finns, to the 'Finno-Ugric' group, invaders from western Siberia. While the relationship with the Hungarian language is very distant, despite their ancient common roots, the relationship between Finns and Estonians is close and the two nations can understand each other. This explains the strong ties between the two peoples, which were forged during the Soviet Union, between the most prosperous republic of the Union and the "Finlandised" Nordic country, i.e. forced into a benevolent neutrality towards Moscow, although belonging to the Western camp.

11. Further south, two Indo-European peoples were also able to retain their territory, the Greeks and the Albanians, lifelong Europeans, who clung to their dregs for the former and their mountains for the latter. The Greeks were the bearers of one of the world's most brilliant civilisations, which spread all around the Mediterranean and the Black Sea and which is undoubtedly the first matrix of European civilisation.

12. The latter, the Albanians, are somewhat of a forgotten nation in Europe, which deserves some attention for its often neglected and devalued people. It is true that a large part of the population was converted to Islam by the Ottoman Empire, because it was probably at that time little or not at all Christianised and the local feudalists found it in their interest to obtain the favours of the Sublime Porte. But the Albanians were originally true Europeans, descendants of the Illyrians who populated the shores of the Adriatic, long before the Slavs or the Latins. It is remarkable that this small people of mountain dwellers has managed to preserve its own language. Albania comes from the Latin "alba, blanche", the name given to its limestone hills by the Romans. Its name in the national language is Shipwire, also called the land of eagles, and having two dialects, one from the northern regions, and the other from the south. Apart from the central part of the country, which was converted to Islam, the north remained influenced by the Catholic religion and the south by Orthodox Christianity. Albania was under French influence during the time of the knights returning from the Crusades, and was owned by the Duke of Anjou. Much later, a French mandate was given to the Korqé region in 1912 and it remains a great attraction for France, especially for the intellectual elites. Albania will know its first real independence in the 15th century with its national hero Skanderbeg, converted to Catholicism, who will seek support from the King of Naples.

13. Albania became Italian after the occupation of the country by Mussolini, and then came under the control of the communist dictator Enver Hodja, who, with the help of his supporters, had driven out the occupiers without Soviet help and was thus able to maintain his independence from Moscow, Belgrade and even Beijing, with whom he had been close for a while. Outside the present territory, Albanians can be found in Serbia, notably in the region of Kosovo where they are in the majority, in the West of Northern Macedonia and also in Greece. Mother Teresa is an Albanian born in Skopje.

The invaders

14. The invaders from the East were the Hungarians and the Bulgarians. In 895, the ancestors of today's Hungarians entered the great Pannonian plain from western Siberia. They set themselves the goal of subduing the indigenous, usually Slavic, populations and plundering the neighbouring countries. The so-called Magyars reached southern Germany and southern France (Toulouse) in 924 on the occasion of their warlike incursions. However, it was when their king converted to Catholicism that the real Hungary was founded at the beginning of the year 1000 and began a long and glorious history of over a thousand years. Hungary was originally defined as a multi-ethnic kingdom, although the Finno-Ugric national language was gradually imposed on the Indo-European peoples, especially the Slavs, who inhabited the area. Historical Hungary extended far beyond its present territory, but was cut off at the Treaty of Trianon in 1920 because of its unfortunate strategic choices. This explains the existence today of numerous Hungarian minorities in Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Ukraine. The patchwork of nationalities is not unique to the Balkans!

15. The "protobulgars" arrived in what is now Bulgaria as early as the 7th century, coming from the Turkish-speaking regions bordering the Caspian Sea. In a history quite similar to that of the Hungarians, it was the conversion to Byzantine Christianity that made Bulgaria a European empire from 864 AD. Bulgaria also expanded southwards and westwards, where it came into conflict with the nascent Kingdom of Serbia. But the protobulgarians  not only adopted the dominant religion of the time, but also abandoned their Turkish language and adopted the language of the Slavic peoples who inhabited the areas south of the Danube and in Macedonia.

16. Invaders did not only come from the East, they could also come from the West, as shown by the Germanic expansion into North-Eastern Europe, including the establishment of East Prussia (Poland, Königsberg territory and the Baltic States today).

17. The other example is the Roman colonisation of Romania, which owes its name and language to the Roman Empire. The area of present-day Romania was inhabited by two Indo-European peoples, extinct as such, the Vlachs and the Dacians. They were latinised by Roman settlers in the beginning of our era, then submerged by other peoples, mainly Slavs, but the Latin language and the name remained.

A myriad of aspiring nations

17.. As can be seen, beyond the dominance of the Slavic ethnic groups, many other peoples coexisted in this area of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans. Some were invaders, others were natives. And most of them tried to assert themselves around a national project, sometimes with the help of neighbours and most often against them. They generally clung to the Christian faith, which became the cement of their nation, some by relying on Rome, others on Byzantium. It is remarkable that it was the conversion to the Christian faith of their chiefs, and then of the people, which undoubtedly marked a turning point for invaders who thus joined the European family, notably for the Magyars, the Bulgarians, but also the Estonians.

18. The conversion, willingly or by force, of a part of the Albanians to the Muslim religion, as well as of the South Slavs who became Bosnian Muslims or of the 'Pomaks' of Bulgaria or Greece, should rather be considered as an accident of history. Until the recent rise of Islamism and the Turkish backlash, this phenomenon could almost seem aneedotic. Nowadays, however, it is receiving attention.

19. The national emergence of the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe and the Balkans has been a long time in the making, made up of upheavals, resistances, resurgences, divisions and victories. This is quite different from the situation in Western Europe, where strong states have emerged since the end of the Middle Ages, such as France, Spain, the Netherlands and Great Britain. Others, such as Italy and Germany, were united in the mid-19th century.

20. The prevailing impression is that these Eastern peoples, scattered, reconciled, and then broken up and occupied again, have only found a form of stability since the fall of the Iron Curtain, i.e. yesterday!

21. This is perhaps a major difference which explains many attitudes and attitudes to the European question. The construction of a united Europe is not so much the fulfilment of an old dream or the realisation of an unhoped-for reconciliation like that between France and Germany, as the end of their nightmare and the affirmation of their independence. The seeds of the misunderstanding that exists today between Brussels and Warsaw, Brussels and Budapest, Brussels and Belgrade...

22. Although a large number of these nations were able to create great nations for a time, this was not sustainable because of internal conflicts, but above all because of the appetite of their great neighbours, Russia, Germany or Turkey. Numerous examples are recalled here to understand the reluctance and fears of these peoples who were too often deceived, butchered and often displaced.

It is also useful to understand how the alliances between these peoples and nations have been organised and broken. This may well explain today's attitudes and behaviour.

The ever-present Turkish threat

24. The fall of Constantinople in 1453 could have marked the arrival on the European continent of a large, well-organised and homogeneous people, the Turks. But the retreat of the Ottoman Empire from the 18th century onwards gradually reduced its influence until it became only residual after the First World War, with European Turkey around the city of Edirne, which was once the capital of the Ottoman Empire. However, the influence of five centuries of Ottoman occupation cannot be definitively erased, whether in the architecture, in the culinary traditions or in the few loanwords that have become embedded in the Bulgarian, Serbian or Romanian languages. Some commentators go so far as to sense a certain Ottoman heritage in the clientelism and the propensity to satisfy the dominant power, yesterday Moscow, today Brussels.

25. But to reduce this influence today to a single small piece of territory or to elements that are more akin to folklore would be to ignore a reality that has been brought to light today with the Erdogan era. In fact, there are still Turkish minorities in neighbouring countries, such as Bulgaria, to the extent that in the 1980s they raised a problem for the communist political authorities, who were themselves forced to deport large numbers of them to Turkey. Today, this minority still exists in Bulgaria, has an influential political party and 'weighs' around 10% of the electorate. Residual minorities also exist in Northern Macedonia, mainly in the city of Skopje, in Eastern Greece and also in Bosnia. But Turkish influence extends far beyond the Turkish minorities. Relying on the numerous Muslim communities in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Albania, Bulgaria and Northern Macedonia, Ankara is conducting an active influence policy, mixing political and religious proselytism. One of the most visible means of this policy is the massive construction of mosques financed by Turkey, such as the replica of Saint Sophia in Tirana. In this politico-religious campaign, Turkey is in direct competition with Saudi Arabia, but it has major advantages with its proximity, historical memories and the existence of active Turkish minorities. One can also note, not without some concern, that for many Turks, the cities of Skopje, Sarajevo and Pristina are still part of their country.

The Austro-Hungarian exception in Central Europe

26. The heritage of the Habsburg family goes back to the eastern margins of the Holy German Empire and the Carolingians, a network of Germanic strongholds against the age-old invasions from the East, Tatars, Huns, Hungarians and above all Turks, of whom arrival twice under the walls of Vienna in 1529 and 1863 will form the legend. The Empire did not really take shape until 1501, when a King of Austria, Ferdinand of Habsburg, took over the Hungarian crown as well. This was not surprising at the time, as the Hungarians had chosen foreign kings, especially Polish and German, throughout their history. But this union sealed the birth of a central empire in Europe that extended far beyond the banks of the Danube, north to Bohemia and southern Poland, east to the western provinces of Ukraine and Romania, and south to Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Until the beginning of the 19th century, the coexistence of two crowns, but only one king, for Hungary and Austria was relatively harmonious between a Germanic world and a Magyar power in an environment with strong Slavic populations. Each of the two entities could develop its own sphere of influence, for example Austria in Bohemia and Moravia (the present Czech Republic) and Hungary in Slovakia. But things changed with the arrival of Napoleonic troops and the ideas of the French revolution. On one side the Hungarians demanded more sovereignty but on the other the Habsburgs forgetting that they had two crowns, tried to centralise their Empire around Austria. Joseph II tried to impose German as the official language everywhere! While the Empire had been marked until then by a great deal of decentralisation to the benefit of the local feudal systems and all the languages of the Slavic minorities remained alongside German and Hungarian, this forced Germanisation was to provoke hostile reactions. Austria wanted to copy the French centralised model, but this was probably too early, or at least the time was not right! The Hungarians rose up against Vienna in 1840 and 1848! It is also worth noting that Hungary tried to implement a policy of assimilation in the Slovak, Romanian and Crete territories under its responsibility, but met with hostility! It took the foresight of Empress Elisabeth of Austria (the famous Sissi) to find a new balance between Austria and Hungary in 1867, with the beginning of a British-style democratisation, a division in Vienna and one in Budapest, and for things to calm down. But nationalist tensions were not really extinguished in the southern territories, since it was a Serb who, as is well known, by assassinating Archduke Ferdinand and his wife on 28 June 1914 in Sarajevo, caused the spark of the First World War. The Great War was the beginning of the end for the Habsburg Empire, which disappeared in 1918.

27. What remains of the Habsburg legacy? One can still feel a certain nostalgia for the peaceful years of a rather debonair Empire when it did not seek to unify very different peoples. The splendour of the former capitals of Budapest and Vienna testifies to the economic success of the Empire in the 18th and 19th centuries! Portraits of Emperor Franz Josef and his wife Elisabeth can still be found in Viennese cafés in Zagreb and Lviv in the western Ukraine. With the Habsburg Empire, it is a certain idea of Europe, a “girondine” decentralised Europe, which still remains in the minds of Central Europe, tinged with a certain "bourgeois" sweetness of life! The Habsburg family continues to be active in Germany, Austria and Hungary to promote a certain idea of a peaceful, enlarged, benevolent and decentralised Europe. One Habsburg was a German member of the European Parliament and another is currently Hungary's ambassador to France.

Another alliance in Eastern Europe:

the union between Poland and Lithuania

28. In the autumn of 2021, the Lithuanian capital Vilnius is decked out in the colours of Poland and the memories of the glorious period of the alliance between the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the form of a "Rcezspospolita", a Republic in the Italian Renaissance sense. Lithuania and its National Museum celebrate the Constitution of 3 May 1791 (today's national holiday in Poland), which laid the first foundations of a civic and parliamentary democracy in Eastern Europe, following the Declaration of Independence in the United States and the Declaration of the Rights of Men and Citizen of 1789 in France.

29. The alliance between Lithuania and Poland for almost four centuries is indeed another example of an attempt to create a single state between different ethnicities in Eastern Europe! What united them from the beginning, and it can be said clearly, was not so much their geographical proximity as a shared Catholic fői. In the course of the years, the fear of powerful neighbours in the West, Prussia and Russia in the East, was also added to this.

The union between the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was formally established by the famous Union of Lublin in 1569 as a monarchical republic (Rzeczpospolita) between the two nations, an aristocratic state under the rule of an elected king, who came from the local nobility but who could also be Russian or German. Several attempts at union had already preceded the 1569 Act, under the names of the Union of Krew (literally Union of Blood), the Union of Vilnius and Radom, the Union of Horodlo, Grodno, and Krakow, until the famous Union of Lublin, which established the principle of a single state composed of two distinct nations. From the 16th century onwards, the 'Polish-Lithuanian Republic' was one of the largest and most populous states in Europe, stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. Poland was geographically further east than it is today (moved west after the Second World War) and Lithuania was much further inland in Belarus and Ukraine. This Union, which respected the distinct nature of the two nations, was not so balanced as it allowed the expansionism of the more enterprising Polish nobility while the Lithuanians, less numerous, were more rural feudalists and peasants.

31. From the mid-18th century onwards, a liberal trend of thought was evident, particularly under the influence of modern ideas from France, Italy and the United Kingdom. The influence of revolutionary ideas imported by the Polish General Kosciuszko, hero of the American War of Independence, can also be detected. The reformers clashed with the conservatives, supported by Russia and Prussia, the two powerful and invading neighbours. On 3 May 1791, the "Rzeszpospolita" adopted a constitution that was far ahead of its time, recognising the role of the nation in the conduct of public affairs by establishing a separation of powers between the people, divided between the nobility, landlords, the urban bourgeoisie and the peasants, an executive made up of parliament, a king elected by the latter, a judiciary and an army. It is worth noting the recognition of the role of civil society and intermediary bodies and the importance attached to education for all.

32. The experience of the Constitution of 3 May 1791 helps to dispel the idea that Eastern Europe was backward and mired in feudalism while Western Europe was far more advanced and democratic. One must read the proceedings of the Sejm parliament which deliberated to approve this constitution. The often heated exchanges between the different parties could almost be transposed to our time, as they seem so modern!

33. Due to internal dissensions and betrayals, the Constitution of 3 May 1791, which was comparable in many respects to the french Constituent of the time, did not last long, even though Napoleon Bonaparte tried to reconstitute it during the Russian Campaign. Poland suffered all kinds of outrages during the 19th century and was completely occupied by foreign forces before the First World War. Lithuania was simply diluted into the Russian Empire and only regained its independence in 1918, but in a much smaller form. It is worth noting that today's Lithuanian-Polish reconciliation is taking place against the backdrop of threats from the East, a return to two centuries ago. Indeed, when Poland and Lithuania regained their independence in 1918, they did not find harmony, on the contrary, and experienced territorial conflicts or accusations of mistreatment of their respective national minorities until recent years. A large Polish community still lives in the Vilnius region as well as small groups of Lithuanians in Poland, which are sources of potential conflict. This makes the reconciliation of 2021 seem all the more miraculous, but it is difficult to know whether it will last!
.
The Germanic thrust

34 The Germanic upsurge and the emergence of the great East Slavic power, Russia, also had a great influence on the nations of Eastern and Central Europe.

35. Prussia not only strengthened its influence through its eastern possessions, marked by large landholdings that employed indigenous, Slavic or Baltic populations, but also by "exporting" its engineers and technicians to the whole of Eastern Europe, as far as the confines of the Urals, at the request of the Russian Empress Catherine II, a German herself. Germanic communities were formed everywhere, from the Carpathian Mountains in Romania to the Volga Basin, from the mountains of the South East in Bohemia to Hungary. These Germanic communities ensured for a long. time the prevalence of the German language and its culture, but also of the ideas of the Protestant reformation, from the Czech Republic to the Baltic States.

36. It should also be remembered that Adolf Hitler used alleged threats to these minorities as a pretext for his aggressions: against Czechoslovakia, it was necessary to defend the oppressed “Sudeten”; against Poland, it was necessary to open up East Prussia and safeguard the Danzig corridor, which was supposedly threatened by the Poles. These communities can still be found today in Eastern and Central Europe, and are active in Romania, where the current President of the Republic, Klaus Iohannis, comes from.

37. The Germanic minorities, although much diminished, continue to be assets for a reunited Germany today, which is by far the most influential Western European country in these parts of Europe. Today, this influence is mainly exercised through the economy with investments by German industry which у subcontracts a lot of labour activities. It is worth noting that Viktor Orbán's Hungary, which is dependent on German industry, is still keen to maintain good relations with Berlin. Poland, on the other hand, can often be more vindictive, not hesitating to claim war damages of over sixty billion euros from Germany, which is still presented as a threat by some Polish nationalists, 70 years later. The Germany of Willy Brand and Helmut Kohl had tried to duplicate with Poland the strategy of reconciliation that had worked so well with France: youth exchanges, twinning of towns and villages, cultural programmes and a Paris-Berlin-Warsaw axis, called the Weimar Triangle, but nothing had been done so far to bring about a true and lasting reconciliation between the peoples! As we can see, it is not easy to reconcile the past with the great powers that are always suspected of resuming their imperialist aims in this region.

Greater Russia, still seen as a threat

by the Baltics and Poles

38. With the great Russia, imperial, Soviet and then Vladimir Putin's, apprehensions and legitimate suspicions are never far away either. This feeling is particularly strong in the Baltic states, which have suffered multiple invasions and occupations. The existence of large Russian-speaking minorities in their current small territories, especially in Latvia and Estonia, fuels fears and fantasies. However, after difficulties in assimilation, the page seems to have been turned today and Russian speakers seem to have found their place. But hostility and fear continue to fuel official discourse, just as they do with Poland, Russia's historical rival. The latest events in Ukraine have of course demonstrated the reality of these threats.
39. Going further south, however, one encounters far less hostility in principle towards Russia, which for a long time was the Orthodox 'big brother' who defended them against the Turkish occupiers. This is particularly true in Serbia and Bulgaria, countries with a strong Russian heritage.

A communist era that was only a parenthesis

40. After the Yalta Agreement, Europe, like Germany, was divided in two. Eastern and Central Europe fell under the Soviet yoke, cut off from the rest of the continent by a curtain of iron which was constantly being consolidated before it collapsed like the whole Communist system from 1988 onwards.

41. It would be wrong to believe that the period of communist annexation after 1945, which affected the whole region except the Western Balkans, resulted in a unification of values and a loss of national sentiments under Moscow’s rule. The Soviet period only fixed, for example, the differences in economic development between a well-developed and industrialised Central Europe, especially Czechoslovakia but also the Baltic States, and the countries of the South, Bulgaria and Romania, which were much further behind. Despite aid and investment programmes, the communist South lagged behind the North almost unchanged after 45 years of communist rule.

42: Among the countries under the Soviet boot from 1945 to 1988, the situations were very different indeed:

43. The Soviet regime concentrated part of its high-tech industry, especially armaments, in Latvia and Estonia because of the high level of qualification of the population at the time of their independence in the 1920s and 1930s, during which they had benefited from German, Swedish and Finnish investments. Better supplied than the rest of the USSR, Estonia became a "showcase" for the USSR, due to its geographical and cultural proximity to Finland. Latvia became a flagship of Soviet industry and research, especially military. Lithuania, on the other hand, remained more rural and less developed. It is still testing!

44. Poland was probably the most recalcitrant country to the communist order. In 1956, labour riots in Poznan brought a "national" communist, Gomulka, back to power, and he made the first liberal reforms in the Eastern bloc, partially restoring small private property and church prerogatives. The election of Karol Wojtila, now John Paul II, to the papacy in October 1978 was also a landmark event, and can be considered the major event that precipitated the fall of communism in a country where it had never taken hold. During the height of the Marxist regime and despite the presence of large contingents of the Soviet army (nearly a hundred thousand were stationed in the country), the churches were full and people did not hesitate to make fun of the regime and the occupying forces in private. The Communist Party disappeared completely after the fall of the regime, the former leaders immediately converting to the liberal economy and becoming the most ardent supporters of the European Union and NATO under a social democratic label.

45. Hungary was first held in a tight grip when the CP seized power and carried out a fierce repression against all opponents. In October 1956, the uprising of the population against the communist regime was massive and ended in bloodshed. But the consequence of this aborted revolution was that the communist regime loosened its grip somewhat, allowing more private activities in the countryside and in the cities. It is no coincidence that Hungary was the second country, after Poland, to free itself from Soviet control by opening its borders to Austria in the summer of 1989, precipitating the exodus of tens of thousands of East German holidaymakers and thus causing the fall of the Berlin Wall a few months later.
46. In Czechoslovakia, there was a fairly structured communist party long before the war, which came to power in the "Prague coup" to implement the Soviet precepts without qualification. It was within the communist party itself that a liberal evolution took place, led by Aleksander Dubcek, with the famous "Prague Spring", which was repressed by the tanks of the Warsaw Pact countries. The “Velvet” Revolution of 1990 took place in the image of a state, where the political and cultural elites set the tone more than the masses. In 1993, the Czech and Slovak sides divorced amicably, a rather unique phenomenon in history.

47. In the Czech Republic, the Communist Party did not disappear and remained represented in the Czech Parliament, at least until the parliamentary elections of 2021. The situation in Slovakia is somewhat different. Predominantly Catholic and more rural, Slovakia is now enjoying true independence for the first time in its history and seems to be getting more and more excited every day that it has become a reality.

48. Romania emerged from a most authoritarian communist regime led by the autocrat Nicolae Ceausescu, who lived, together with his wife, in untold luxury while a large part of the population was subjected to drastic restrictions from the 1980s. The violence of the 1989 Noah's revolution can only be explained by the frustrations of a people terrorised by the "Securitate" and impoverished by a dictator who had lost all sense of proportion. Bucharest still bears witness to his megalomania: the construction of the largest palace in Europe, the destruction of ancient quarters, the legacy of a rich heritage. The communist party у disappeared but unfortunately not totally the behaviour of the past. Bucharest turned its back immediately after 1989 to Moscow, becoming with Poland the most Atlanticist country in the region. Romania, a country with an oil-rich subsoil, has many assets, a highly qualified workforce, and rich agricultural land in the Danube plain.

49. Bulgaria, on the other hand, a Russophile country if ever there was one, played the role of the "good student" of the communist camp in order to obtain as many favours as possible from Moscow. It benefited from industrialisation programmes and tourist investments, the traces of which can still be seen today. The Bulgarians are a people with a strong sense of their past, from the time of the Great Bulgaria, which stretched from the Black Sea in the east to the Ionian Sea in the west, to the Danube in the north and to the Aegean Sea in the south! They have not retained any particular nostalgia for the Soviet period, except perhaps for an obsession with playing the 'good boy' and a 'Russophilia' that political leaders in the US and the UK are trying, unsuccessfully, to erase.

The Yugoslav and Albanian exceptions

50. Tito's Yugoslavia and Enver Hodja's Albania, two communist leaders not subservient to Moscow, were exceptions because they liberated themselves from Nazi and Mussolini occupiers without the Red Army.

51. Yugoslavia developed an original model of cohabitation of the different nationalities that composed it, Slovenes, Croats, Bosnian Muslims, Serbs and Macedonians. Josip Broz Tito, whose father was Croatian and whose mother was Slovenian, was born in what was then the Austro-Hungarian Empire and his parents lived in two villages only a few kilometres apart, in a valley covered with vineyards ой Slovenians and Croats lived together for a long time without difficulty. After breaking with Moscow, Marshal Tito developed an original self-management economic model that led to efficiency and relative well-being. Above all, because of his origins, he was able to find a way to contain nationalist pressures by seeking to moderate Serbia's hegemonic tendency and to organise a form of solidarity with the less developed southern republics, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Macedonia. It is not uncommon to find his portrait in private homes throughout what was once Yugoslavia, and his birthplace is still a much-visited museum. This nostalgia is understandable for people who lived through horrible inter-ethnic wars in the 1990s after the collapse of the Yugoslav model, which, according to various estimates, cost the lives of more than 200,000 people, with their share of massacres and exactions.
52. Albania, on the other hand, was isolated from the rest of Europe and was the only country in the world to proclaim itself atheist. Developing a form of paranoia, Enver Hodja, who had studied in Montpellier, built tens of thousands of air raid shelters throughout the country, turning it into a kind of bunker against attacks he imagined would come from the West, as well as from his former allies the Soviets, the Russians and the Chinese. Recently it has been discovered that he had secret relations with the Greek colonial regime, so appearances can be deceptive, but this can be explained by the size of the Greek minority in Albania and the Albanian minority in Greece. The influence of personal and emotional relationships in the history of peoples is often underestimated!

In the end, it is clear that both the Soviet and Tito eras froze potential conflicts or crystallised differences rather than bringing any form of unity or coherence to these nations. Both systems, with their differences, imposed a de facto brotherhood that has not withstood the winds of change. At most, parallels can be drawn between fairly similar socio-economic regimes, the same causes having produced more or less the same effects!

54. It would be politically incorrect to have similar approaches to the peoples of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans. At most, one can point to common characteristics of peoples subjected to occupation or authoritarian regimes: a thirst for freedom, a desire for recognition and a will for independence!
CHAPTERII

Contemporary changes in the political balance of power 
in the Eastern and Central European EU Member States 
and the Western Balkan candidate countries

A transition in confusion and instability

55. After the collapse of the socialist camp and the break-up of Yugoslavia, instability has marked the political life of the states of Eastern and Central Europe and the Western Balkans. There are two main reasons why this could not be otherwise:

56. The shock of a very sudden and rapid transition. The states that joined the EU had to absorb a double transition: the transition to a market economy in a few years, sometimes a few months, and very quickly the assimilation of more than 7000 EU laws and regulations necessary to prepare for membership. One can bet on a form of in-digestion, especially as the transition to a market economy has sometimes been brutal, as with the shock therapy of the Polish Minister of Economy Balcerowicz in 1991. The reactions of a population that was brutalised (soaring rents and prices) could only lead to the return of the ex-communists in a 'social democratic' form, followed by the arrival of nationalist and conservative movements. In the South, the wars in the former Yugoslavia plunged the countries of the Western Balkans into a situation of emergencies and disasters from which some, such as Bosnia-Herzegovina, the country most affected by the murderous conflicts, have still not recovered.

57. The lack of real support from Western countries. Initially, Europe and the USA provided countries seeking a return to the 'free world' with a myriad of generalist experts, who were well paid but knew very little about the reality of the places they were going to, to promote shock therapies and methods not necessarily adapted to the needs of the populations. For example, they were advised to eliminate intermediary structures, such as cooperatives, whereas this organisation, if renovated, could have brought considerable help to the agricultural and craft sectors in disarray. The sending of generalist Western experts was the preferred form of EU assistance through the PHARE (for Eastern and Central Europe) and TACIS programmes for the ех-USSR. The Americans intervened in the same way with the USAID programme. There was very little, too little, exchange of experience, twinning and long-term learning that would have allowed for smoother transitions and close links between "old" and "new" Europe. The EU Member States, notably Germany, Austria, the United Kingdom, the Nordic countries and, to a lesser extent, France and Italy, engaged in a sometimes savage but certainly foolish competition to 'sell' their model, which was centralised for France and decentralised for Germany. We have seen delegations to promote totally opposite models, without any consultation or coordination. At the same time, Germany "made its market" by buying up all the remaining industries to transform them into subsidiaries or subcontracting units, especially in Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia; Italy and Greece did the same for the Romanian and Bulgarian textile sectors, while France was particularly noted for its presence in the distribution sector.

58. The Balkan countries, for their part, saw very few visitors in the 1990s, apart from arms dealers...

The exodus of living forces

59. The great confusion that prevailed in Eastern and Central Europe during the period of transition can only be noted. However, the people were able to show patience and resilience.

But this period, which is not really over today, also saw the exodus of a large part of the population towards the Eldorado of the West: Latvians, Lithuanians, Poles, Romanians and Bulgarians in particular left in great numbers to settle in Germany, France and the United Kingdom. It is true that there were some poorly qualified people among them, but there were also graduates, engineers, technicians and doctors. This exodus, which may have affected up to 30% of the population depending on the country, was a terrible loss.

Oppositions that cannot be found!

61. The question of the political forces at work in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans cannot be addressed without a quick look back at the very beginning of the transition period.
62. For the Soviet bloc countries, as for the former Yugoslavia, by 1990, at least 45 years had passed since the last 'democratic' and 'free' parties were legally in existence. Forty-five years is one or two political generations. The ferocious repression that befell post-war political society left the choice between exile, imprisonment, or acceptance of Communist Party rule. Those who chose exile did try to maintain a form of non-Communist opposition, based in London, Paris, Frankfurt, Munich or the United States. But as the years went by and there was no hope of a return, these forces soon became residual and incapable of constituting an alternative in 1990 when the wind of freedom began to blow. One can only mention here a few intellectuals and personalities such as the Latvian Vaira Vyke-Freyburga, the Lithuanian Valdas Adamkus or the former Bulgarian King Simeon of Saxe-Coburg who managed to return to the country for a political career, the first two as Presidents of the Republic, the latter as Prime Minister.

63. The Polish government in exile, which existed until 1990 in London, decided to dissolve itself in 1990 after free elections were held in the country.

64. The remaining anti-communist political forces were severely repressed, their leaders ended up in camps or were simply murdered. Some of them chose to join the CP or the small rump parties which survived in the people's democracies to give a semblance of democracy: the peasant party, the democratic party which was supposed to bring together craftsmen and professionals. These parties were only fictions, since they committed themselves in their charter "to recognise the supremacy of the communist party". With premises and financial resources at their disposal, they were able to survive after the fall of the regime or serve as a launching pad for new parties. The best example of this is the Polish PSL, the heir to an old pre-war agrarian, rural and Christian Democrat movement, which had been transformed into a rump party in the communist era and which was revived in 1990. With 4-8% of the vote in every election, it remains a strong party and can be a kingmaker, and its President Waldemar Pawlak was able to become Prime Minister from 1993 to 1995.

The change of the "old communists

65. With a monopoly on politics until 1990, numerous relays in society such as official trade unions, youth movements, publishing houses, prestigious premises, holiday camps and significant financial resources, the communist parties, although discredited, still represented a real force at the beginning of the transition era. Curiously, it was only in the Baltic states and Russia (between 1991 after the attempted coup and 1993) that they were formally banned and their assets confiscated. They usually dissolved themselves and were reborn under another name, socialist, social democratic or democratic party, usually with some success, to the point of coming back to power in many countries: Poland, Lithuania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania, Albania... The most astonishing example is Romania, where on the smoking corpses of the Ceaucescu couple, the caciques of the Romanian CP created a new party "the National Salvation Front" around Petre Roman and Ion Iliescu (who was Ceausescu's vice-president). This party later became the Social Democratic Party, which later split with the People's Movement Party. In this case, the term "coup d'état" is more appropriate than "revolution" to describe the events in Romania.

66. The same phenomenon occurred in the former Yugoslavia after the dissolution of the League of Communists, the party led for a long time by Josip Broz Tito. Each national section reformed under the name of Socialist Party or Social Democratic Party. It is worth noting that in 2022 a new Communist Party of Serbia was reborn under the leadership of one of Marshal Tito's grandsons, but it obtained only 0.7% of the vote.
67. The only exception to this debacle of the 'communist' brand is the Czech CP, the Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) which, after the fall of the Iron Curtain, gathered up to 100,000 members and had up to 26 deputies in parliament and participated in several government coalitions. This exception can only be explained by the historical circumstances of a party that was already rooted in the country's history before the war and that can boast of having nurtured the Prague Spring of 1968. In the parliamentary elections of 21 October 2021, however, the KSCM suffered an electoral defeat and was unable to win any seats, as did its ally the Social Democratic Party. This was the first time since 1948 that the Czech CP was not represented in the Prague Chamber of Deputies.

68. Generally speaking, the "neo-communists" deny their meritorious past if they use it for electoral purposes to attract a few old and nostalgic voters.

69. Opposition forces emerging from the shadows. How can we explain the sudden appearance, like mushrooms in autumn, of opposition political parties in countries where political freedoms had been abolished 45 years earlier? Explanations vary from country to country.

In Poland, the Solidarnosc phenomenon,

the existence of an opposition in civil society

70 The most exemplary case is the history of the Solidarnosc trade union. Poland was considered the "enfant terrible" of the Soviet camp. The first revolts were in 1956, followed by the agitation of intellectuals in 1968 and the departure of members of the Jewish community. A sharp rise in prices at the end of 1970 in the Baltic shipyards of Gdansk, Gdynia and Szczecin set off the fire; the fire never really spread until 1989. The repression on the Baltic was fierce, cities were sealed off, students were sent home, live ammunition was fired at strikers and demonstrators. The real toll will never be known, but it is certainly close to a thousand deaths. A young electrician called Lech Walesa was then making his first strike and was already in prison. Although the movement swept through the top of the Polish state, the country saw the arrival of Gierek as the new leader of the Communist Party, who tried to liberalise the regime economically and went into debt to Western countries to improve the population's standard of living.

71. In 1976, new strikes started in many factories in the country, including Radom and Ursus in the Warsaw suburbs, due to new price increases. What was new was that a number of intellectuals joined and supported the movement, including intellectuals such as Jacek Kuron, historian Adam Michnik and film director Andrzej Wajda. The election in 1978 of the Polish Pope Karol Wojtila gave the revolt a spiritual and international dimension that was unheard of in се very Catholic country. When the great strikes broke out again in the summer of 1980 on the Baltic coast, the communist state was caught off guard and could not respond with repression alone. The cameras from all over the world were on the scene and the authorities seemed paralysed by a movement of such magnitude that Solidarity, a social movement much larger than a trade union, had up to 10 million members, i.e. a quarter of the country's population. The establishment of a state of war on 13 December 1981 only froze the conflict for a few years, and then the communist government collapsed in 1988, giving the country the first non-communist government in the Eastern bloc in 1989, headed by the dissident Catholic intellectual Tadeusz Mazowiecki. In the meantime, the Solidarity movement has grown and has several components: a working class base with the figure of Lech Walesa, who will become the first President of Poland liberated from communism, an intellectual base, Catholic on one side, liberal on the other, a group of liberal economic experts such as Balcerowicz and Arendarski and finally a conservative current embodied by the Kaczynski brothers, the future founders of the Law and Justice party, PIS, which governs the country today. The Solidarnosc movement thus gave birth to both a pro-European democratic movement (the current Citizens' Platform, PO) and the national-conservative PIS movement. It has been the main matrix of Polish politics for 30 years, if we exclude the former communists and the peasant party. Today in 2021, new parties are emerging more to the right and in the centre, but the shadow of Solidarnosc still hangs over the country.

Civil societies in Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Bulgaria

72. In Czechoslovakia, not unlike the Polish civic movement, a group of Czechoslovak intellectuals, led by the playwright Václav Havel, played a key role in bringing about change; it was called 'Charta 77' in reference to the human rights conference set up by the Helsinki Accords between the Warsaw Pact countries and those of the West. This group served as a spur to the promoters of the "velvet revolution" that swept away the pro-Soviet regime in Prague and Bratislava. Václav Havel, a key figure in today's Central Europe, was the first President of the new Czechoslovakia and also of the Czech Republic after the divorce from Slovakia.

73. In Hungary, Viktor Orbán's party, FIDESZ, grew out of a liberal anti-communist youth movement that was formed in 1988 as events in Poland were gathering pace.

74. In Bulgaria, the dissident monarchist and Christian trade union PODKREPA was formed on the Polish model and spearheaded the overthrow of communist rule. Environmentalist civic movements also emerged in the mid-1980s in the Baltic states, Bulgaria, Croatia and Serbia and contributed to the fall of the communist regimes.

Oligarchy and politics

In other countries, it was the forced economic transition that made fortunes in record time and brought in oligarchs, Russian style, who jumped into the political arena and created political parties ex nihilo. There were several examples in the Baltic States, Romania, and Northern Macedonia. Among the latest is the Czech businessman Andrej Babis, Prime Minister of his country until October 2021. Bulgaria chose as its new Prime Minister at the end of 2021, Kiril Petkov, a US-educated start-up entrepreneur and golden boy, but he was overthrown in June 2022, provoking opposition from a large part of the population because of his alignment with Washington over the conflict in Ukraine.

Foreign influence

76. Finally, one should not overlook the fact that Westerners have sought to secure political parties to their liking by trying to influence the political scene. In particular, we should mention the American foundations and their grants (Fullbright in particular), the German foundations such as the Konrad Adenauer for the Christian Democrats or the Friedrich Ebert for the Social Democrats, not forgetting the 'open-society' foundations of the Hungarian-born billionaire Soros, who is very liberal and pro-American. The American influence of the billionaire Soros can be seen in the creation of Atlanticist and liberal parties, and that of Germany in the emergence of Christian-democratic currents and the strengthening of social democrats in many countries, both in northern and south-eastern Europe.

77. Today, four main currents share the political scene in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans. It is difficult to summarise, as each country has its own situation, but political life in these countries revolves around four main political currents.
- The ex-communist left

- The Liberals

- The national-conservatives

- Protest movements and radicals, which can be classified as right-wing.

In addition to these four main currents, we should mention the presence of fairly powerful eco-logist movements in the Baltic countries, which are allied with the agrarian/peasant movement, and a fairly powerful libertarian pirate party in the Czech Republic. There are also many parties representing national minorities, a particularity of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkan countries. Some of them have a certain power and can make or break coalitions, such as the Magyar Party in Slovakia and Romania, the Albanian Party in Northern Macedonia, the Turkish Party in Bulgaria. It is worth noting that despite its very good electoral results (nearly 30%), the "Harmonie" party of the Russian-speaking populations of Latvia is excluded from power because of a very strange "cordon sanitaire"!

1. The ex-communist left

79. On the left, there are the ex-communists, renamed as socialists or social democrats. They are not all the same. Those in Poland and Romania are very Atlanticist like the great majority of the population of their countries, those in Bulgaria or the Balkan countries are rather pro-Russian and less liberal in economy. Some of these parties have succeeded in becoming dominant players in the political life of their countries, either as governing parties or as the main opposition forces, as in Bulgaria, Romania, Albania, Croatia, Northern Macedonia and Montenegro. In other countries, such as Poland and the Baltic States, this movement, which had successfully tapped into the discontent of populations disgusted by the lack of a rapid rise in their standard of living after the transition to a liberal economy, is now disappearing from the political scene. In some cases, these parties have also seen the emergence, sometimes through splits, of new left-wing parties with which they have been able to form coalitions, such as the SPS in Serbia, the Social Democrats in the Czech Republic or SMER in Slovakia. In Serbia, as in Romania and Albania, these left-wing parties do not hesitate to play the nationalist card, which can also make them possible partners for ID in campaigns on issues such as immigration or identity.

2. The Liberals

80. In the centre, there is the pro-Atlantic and very Europhile liberal current, originally supported by the Soros Foundation, the USA and many European experts. It had its glory days in the 1990s and 2000s, but has fragmented and failed to retain any significant influence, with the notable exception of Poland (the "Citizens' Platform-PO") in Poland, now led by the former  President of the European Council and Prime Minister of his country Donald Tusk. The PO movement, like its rival the PIS, stems directly from the Solidarnosc social movement, which still explains its popularity today. Moreover, at the European level, PO is affiliated to the European People's Party and some of its figures still define themselves as Christian Democrats. In Hungary, a new party called Momentum is situated in the centre of the political spectrum; it is one of the components of the coalition led by the independent liberal conservative Péter Márki-Zay, a former member of FIDESZ who has been largely defeated by Viktor Orbán in the April 2022 parliamentary elections.

81. The liberal current is close to the ideas of the RENEW Group in Brussels, but there are certain dissonances that can be explained by the roots and history of these regions of Europe. They are probably more sensitive to issues of identity and sovereignty than their western colleagues and this fact should not be overlooked.

3. The national-conservatives

82. This is the most representative current today in the countries of Eastern, Central Europe and the Balkans, with examples such as the Croatian HDZ, the Hungarian FIDEZ, the Polish PIS, the Bulgarian GERB, the Lithuanian Fatherland Union, the Latvian 'Who Owns the State', the Slovenian Modern Centre, the Macedonian VRMO or the Albanian Democratic Party. They can be said to be pro-market economy, with a more or less strong social concern. They clearly define themselves as middle class parties and this can be said to be one of their clearest characteristics. But the national imprint is also very strong as in the case of the Croatian HDZ, which is considered the party that won the country's independence.

83. These parties are generally pro-European without being staunch "Europhiles" and are not very critical of the Brussels bureaucracy.

84. Originally, FIDESZ and PIS were outspoken pro-European parties. Since Hungary's accession to the European Union in 2004, FIDESZ has been one of the pillars of the European People's Party (EPP), an unquestionably pro-European political force. Viktor Orbán was for a long time Vice-President of the EPP. However, FIDESZ left the EPP on Tuesday 2 March 2021, probably facing exclusion.

85. The discord between Brussels and Budapest began in 2013, when Viktor Orbán took economic measures that were favourable to Hungarian small and medium-sized enterprises, but which displeased Brussels (constraints on foreign banks and large European industrial and distribution groups). Then came the migrant crisis from 2015 onwards, when Hungary refused to continue to be a transit point for millions of refugees on their way to Germany. But more recently the controversy took a more political turn with the press laws and the issue of youth education when the European Commission tried to prevent the Hungarian President from enacting a law passed by the Parliament which opposes LGBT propaganda in schools. Under pressure from the Brussels executive, the European People's Party subsequently began an indictment and benching of FIDESZ. As we can see, it was not Budapest but Brussels that provoked the tensions. The Hungarian government was only following a majority will of the country.

86. The Polish SIP's path is quite similar. Being prevented, despite its desire, from joining the European People's Party Group in the European Parliament due to the opposition of the PO Party, the PIS Party became a member of the 'conservative' ECR Group alongside the British Tories. Without being Eurosceptic, the PIS looks at Brussels with circumspection, while declaring itself very favourable to European construction. The SIP is for example very much in favour of the idea of a European defence. The first real crisis with the European Union erupted with the controversy over the re-election of Donald Tusk as President of the European Council in 2017. The Polish government opposes the re-election of Donald Tusk as a political enemy and proposes Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, a former negotiator for his country's accession to the EU, instead. The PIS considers that Tusk and the European Commission are interfering in Poland by seeking to favour its liberal competitor.

87. Meanwhile, Poland is under attack for refusing to close coal mines, for reforming the justice system to end the legacy of communism, and for societal issues such as rights for LGBT communities. The situation is becoming so tense that Poland is being fined daily and excluded from European recovery plan payments. In return, the Polish Constitutional Court, in a judgment of 7 October 2021, declared certain provisions of the Lisbon Treaty unconstitutional. Since the Ukrainian crisis, the Polish PIS government, which has been at the forefront of supporting Kiev, has been less attacked by Brussels.

88. Without taking the same turn, relations between Brussels and several national conservative movements, such as the Croatian HDZ or the Bulgarian GERB, are nonetheless marked by a certain distrust, even hostility. The same applies to the SNS in power in Serbia, which is accused by Brussels of being too close to Moscow.

89. This national-conservative trend is dominant from the Baltic States to the former Yugoslavia. National conservatives are usually allied with small right-wing or centre parties to govern. This current seems the most promising for the ID Group, considering also that these large parties usually have more nationalist wings with positions very close to those of the ID Group.

4. More radical protest movements, which can be classified as right-wing

90. The radical right also exists in almost all Eastern and Central European countries. Its particularity is its great instability, which makes it difficult for it to become a permanent part of the political landscape. One example is the Hungarian protest party JOBIK which, after having been on the right of FIDESZ, is now allied with the centre and the left against Viktor Orbán. But a dissident wing of JOBIK, the Our Homeland Movement, is more right-wing than FIDESZ. In Poland, the KONFEDERACJA alliance in favour of a Polish exit from the EU did not pass the 10% mark in a Poland that remains largely Europhile. In Bulgaria, the АТАКА party, harshly denouncing the Turkish and Roma minorities, was for a time associated with the Bojko Borissov government but is losing ground. Other very right-wing movements have flourished in Bulgaria, such as "United Patriots", also allied for a time with Borissov, and now the RENAISSANCE movement. In countries such as Croatia, Serbia and Hungary, the nationalist positioning of the national-conservative parties, with very active right-wing wings, makes it difficult to develop credible right-wing parties, with the exception of the Slovenian National Party (SNS), which, despite modest scores, has represented radical right-wing ideas since the beginning of the transition and still has a seat in parliament.

In the Baltic States, the situation is different, and the Estonian People's Conservative Party (EKRE) holds its own in a very fragmented political landscape and is seen as closer to the national-conservative trend than to the radical right.

Beware of analytical errors and misconceptions

92. Western analysts have a hard time finding their way around the political landscape of Eastern, Central European and Balkan countries. They easily label as "populist" all parties, even on the left, that do not accept the liberal, Atlanticist and "woke" "doxa". Our analysis shows the caricatured nature of these presentations, which do not take into account the ethnic and identity context of populations recently liberated from the dullness of Soviet or Titian communism and aspiring to freedom, sovereignty and well-being. Their impatience and frustration can fuel political adventures and the ephemeral emergence of extremist movements. But they should not hide a fundamental evolution which is the predominance of a national-conservative current, economically liberal but socially conscious, attached to hard-won identities and sovereignties but committed to the European idea as a guarantee of freedom. The opposition to Brussels is a sign of hostility to the European bureaucracy that reminds them so much of Moscow, but not of hostility to the fundamentals of European construction.

93. On the other hand, for many civil societies in these countries, rightly or wrongly, the American umbrella is the protection of last resort and few dare to challenge it except for a few countries like Serbia for very specific and well-known reasons.

The Graupe ID must take this reality into account in its analyses and reflections on its development in the countries of Eastern Europe, Central Europe and the Balkans (see p. 33) and choose political fields that can ensure sustainability and long-term perspectives. The evolution of the PIS and FIDESZ parties will be very important in this respect as they are considered as references in these parts of Europe.

CHAPTER III

Current awareness of the themes

developed by the ID Group

Identities and sovereignties are at the heart of the political priorities

political priorities of these regions of Europe

95. The attachment to roots and to particular identities are indeed constants in the attitude of these peoples who have been little favoured by History: hunted down, expelled, displaced, butchered. This is why references to the history of Europe are so important in the political struggle that is waged in these countries. That is why the ancestral, Greco-Roman, Christian and Slavic roots cannot be neglected but must form the basis of political reflection.

96. A political message about Europe that takes into account "those” who fought against the enemies, from the Spanish Reconquista to the Field of Blackbirds in Serbia, and from the French Resistance to Solidarnosc in Poland, will be all the better listened to and perceived by the peoples of this part of Europe.

Identity and minorities

97. The question of particular identities is now a fundamental element of any political approach in Eastern, Central and Balkan Europe. In this concept of identities, it is also necessary to understand and integrate the issue of minorities, which is the result of a troubled history, and which is difficult to conceive and accept in the West. The Romanian nation includes Magyar and German minorities that claim to be such and generally have their own party. The same is true for the Hungarians of Serbia, the Albanians of Northern Macedonia, the Hungarians of Slovakia... To deny this reality with a simplifying discourse or to support those who hold it would be a major political and strategic mistake.

98. In this region of Europe, the history of the peoples has been the diversity of the identities, singularities and communities that have formed them, a diversity in which family transmission is the driving force and whose existence must be ensured by frontiers and protections.

The European question is fundamental

99. The great majority of the peoples of the countries of Eastern Europe, Central Europe and the Balkans, are crossed on the European question by complex and sometimes contradictory perceptions, which the ID Group must take into account if it wants to be listened to, respected and influential.

On the one hand, the dream of a Europe which was the unattainable dream of freedom and well-being is still alive for those who were behind the curtain of fire or locked up in systems of a totalitarian nature. And this dream was also carried by the youth who wanted to travel and move freely. Even today, the vast majority of young people in these countries recognise themselves in this project. It is no coincidence that the vast majority of the major political currents in these countries, from the national-conservatives of the Polish PIS, the Hungarian FIDESZ, the Bulgarian GERB, but also the Serbian SNS, the Croatian HDZ or the Romanian, Albanian, Serbian or Czech left, claim the European ideal as a second identity, alongside the nation! European flags were flown in the corteges of the revolutions of 1989-1990. The image of the positive achievements of the European construction, economic prosperity, freedom of travel, reconciliation of peoples, did not fade away.

101. On the other hand, there were all the disappointments caused by the European bureaucracy, its lack of sensitivity to the situation of the peoples of the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans, the technocratic demands, the ineffectiveness of the Union in matters of foreign policy and, more recently, the inexplicable and inexcusable pretension of Brussels to interfere in the internal affairs of the countries, on societal questions (marriages, sexual minorities. .) and also on the internal organisation of states (justice reform).

102. The much hoped-for European money has been rather well used to modernise the economies of the Baltic States, Poland and Hungary, but has not escaped influence peddling, corruption and embezzlement, particularly in the countries further south.

103. There is indeed a popular feeling, carried by the main political currents, and in particular the national-conservative parties, to want a different Europe and it is on this ground that the ID Group could find an attentive ear, an influence and important relays. The 'eurocritical', but not 'eurosceptic', fibre is increasingly being heard in these countries, both in civil society and in the major government parties, particularly the 'national-conservatives', but also in the left-wing parties, which are generally not so monolithic and have tendencies that are generally less 'politically correct vis-à-vis Brussels' than some of their leaders.

104. A speech explaining that the European Union has failed today, but not the European idea, and that the Union must be changed, will certainly find a great echo if it is well argued and adapted to the local context of each of the Eastern, Central European and Balkan countries!

105. The priorities for the EU as defined in” Idées”, the Journal of the Identity and Democracy Foundation "For a Europe of Nations and Freedoms", adapted and enlarged, fit well with the expectations of Europeans from the small and medium-sized nations of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans and serve as a reference in this part of the Study.

The weaknesses of the European Union

106. A common observation can be shared with many political and civil society forces in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans:

107 ● BREXIT is the Symbol of the failures of the European Union. It has been felt very negatively in Eastern, Central and Balkan Europe. The United Kingdom is indeed, together with Germany, the country that has been considered as the "Eldorado" for у finding work, especially for the younger generations. The administrative hassles caused by this choice have not only disrupted the daily lives of millions of Eastern European migrants in the UK, but also cast doubt on the ability of the European Union to sustain and develop the European dream.

108 ● The EU has appeared weak and inconsistent in the face of the challenge of Islamist terrorism in France, Belgium, Germany, Spain, the Netherlands, Denmark, countries that were thought to be safe. These events give rise to fears that the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans will also be affected one day!

109 ● The EU has allowed itself to be overwhelmed by the waves of non-European migration and there is a broad consensus that they threaten our model of society. The situation on the border of Poland and Lithuania shows that no one can be spared! Europe's borders, which are supposed to be strong, have proved to be very fragile and the EU itself unable to defend them.

110 ● The EU's response to the pandemic has been late, disorganised and ineffective:

closed borders, delayed masks, tests, vaccines, no effective coordination of prevention/restriction measures, and this is not good.

111 ● In the Balkan countries not yet integrated into the EU, there is the added frustration of feeling excluded as when President Emmanuel Macron vetoed in 2019 the access to the "candidate country" status of Northern Macedonia and Albania.

112 ● The EU is seen as unable to protect European industry from the influx of cheap goods from Asia. Indeed, it appears to be more like the 'Trojan horse' of globalisation, unable to protect farmers and small businesses from GAFAM.

113 ● The people of Eastern Europe and the Balkans are generally disconcerted by the complexity of the European System which gives power to unelected institutions, minority pressure groups, NGOs, many of which have obscure funding. In the name of a rule of law outside the soil, minorities impose their law on majorities. The European Commission's attacks on Poland and Hungary are not well received by a majority of citizens who are attached to traditional family values and the sovereignty of their states. Even if not all their leaders express their support for Warsaw or Budapest, mainly for tactical reasons, a careful reading of the media from Prague to Vilnius and from Riga to Sofia clearly shows that Brussels is rarely supported in the East, apart from noisy minorities! Brussels' interference and diktats on internal issues, such as the legal order in Poland, are also frowned upon, as are its admonitions to Serbia to maintain its privileged relationship with Russia. By appearing as an arrogant and authoritarian bureaucracy, which seeks to impose its model and its choices, the EU brings back bad memories to the peoples of the East and the Balkans.

114. For all these reasons, a disruptive discourse on Europe, without calling into question the merits of a true European construction, nor rejecting what has been done positively over the last 60 years, would be well requested and likely to meet with a favourable response, as much from the point of view of citizens as in the academic, professional or political world.
The priorities of the Manifesto

of the Identity and Democracy Foundation for

a Europe of Nations and Freedoms

115. Taking up the priorities listed in the Manifesto presented by the Identity and Democracy Foundation, one could thus enumerate a certain number of priorities on which the peoples of the countries of Eastern Europe, Central Europe and the Balkans could find themselves.

Common roots and heritage

116. ID should not hesitate to claim our common Indo-European, Greco-Roman and Christian roots. The mention of Christian roots should not raise major obstacles, even in countries like Albania (less difficulties than in France).

The  common heritage is also the defence of freedoms, political and religious, and the principle of the democratic sovereignty of peoples united in nations.

The independence of nations in matters of foreign policy and defence

117. The European Union's inability to make its voice heard on the international stage is glaring. Public opinion in Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans is not prepared to have its views on international relations imposed on it either, especially when these are based on privileged relationships (Poland vis-à-vis the USA; Serbia vis-à-vis Russia). Faced with what some consider to be the greatest threat (Islamic terrorism, Turkey or Russian imperialism), opinions diverge according to history and the situation, but the need for solidarity does not prevent the desire to maintain a form of differentiation so that each sensitivity can express itself.

118. One could thus share the idea that, in terms of foreign and defence policy, actions could be taken by a group of voluntary states, depending on the situation, their experience and their involvement in the region of the world concerned. They would act on behalf of the whole, if agreed, or only on behalf of those countries that support the action taken. The Polish SIP is thus very attached to the creation of a Defence Europe, an idea to which Viktor Orbán is not hostile. But this Europe of defence will also be a Europe of nations.

Sovereignty belongs first and foremost to the nations

119. Eastern, Central and Balkan Europe has many small and medium-sized nations. This diversity and number must be seen as an asset, not a problem. The founding fathers of the European Communities had established the principle of the equality of sovereign nations, giving the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg the same rights as Germany or Italy.

120. The national-conservative current will find itself in the founding principle of respect for the sovereignty of each Nation and the right of peoples to self-determination! This principle means that each nation will regain the right to refuse European directives whenever it considers that the essential is at stake and that its constitutional order is affected.

121. The ID Group should support the position of the Polish and Hungarian constitutional courts, which make any application of a European directive subject to compliance with the national constitution and which prohibit the European Union from acting outside the areas of exclusive competence of the Treaties. Moreover, the German Court of Karlsruhe once ruled in this sense, referring to the vital interests and essential principles of the Nation. The French Constitutional Council also ruled in this sense on 19 November 2004, stating that French constitutional law is superior to the European treaties.

122. The legal order of the Union must thus be put in order: first the interest of the Nations, then that of the Union.

123 The permanent "opting out" clause, which appears in the Manifesto presented in “IDées”, the Magazine of the ID Foundation, so that at any time a state can decide to abstain from a European regulation or not to participate in a joint action, will certainly appeal to national political movements in these countries, as will the idea of voluntary coalitions of states to encourage them to cooperate with each other in the areas they have chosen in complete sovereignty.
Putting the protection of external borders on the agenda!

124. The migrant crisis at the borders of Poland and Lithuania with Belarus has put the issue of migrants and external border control back on the agenda. The countries of the Western Balkans, but also Bulgaria, Romania and Hungary, have experienced the violent crisis of 2014-2015 in a painful way, which has continued and continues to this day, albeit to a lesser extent.

125. The members of the ID Foundation Manifesto plead that "Europe's fragile and decelerating demography cannot be compensated by uncontrolled influxes of illegals but rather by the robustness of our economies, strong family policies and above all a future for Europe's new generations".

126. By proposing a European law that would leave each nation free to manage access to its territory, its social systems and its nationality according to the criteria of its choice, the ID Group will find broad support among public opinion in Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans.

127. The EU has an agency, FRONTEX, responsible for border security and protection. It is located in Warsaw, Poland, but is woefully under-resourced and, above all, lacks clear instructions to protect the borders and send illegal immigrants home. It is quite scandalous that it is actually prevented from acting to support the Polish authorities in dealing with the influx of migrants from Belarus. The ID Group should insist on immediate additional resources for FRONTEX and, above all, clear instructions for action.

Strengthening multilingualism

128. The issue of national and minority languages is fundamental for the historical reasons mentioned above. In its attitudes, in its behaviour, the ID Group should respect the linguistic diversity of the countries where it wishes to carry out activities, without wanting to impose English as the lingua franca, as European institutions wrongly do. Generally speaking, in the context of a reform of the European institutions, it would be necessary to advocate the return of perfect multilingualism, which was the original rule of the European Communities in the Treaty of Rome in 1957.

Combating the brain drain

129. Since the 1990s, Eastern, Central Europe and the Balkans have served as a labour pool for Western Europe, with between 10 and 30% of the populations of the Baltic countries, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary and the Balkan countries leaving in search of better paid work. Many never returned. They were usually young people, often highly qualified, doctors, engineers, technicians. Their countries sorely miss them. By promoting the policy of posted workers to Western European countries, the European Commission has accelerated and amplified this phenomenon.

130. By proposing to put an end to the European law that facilitates the posting of workers, by supporting the programmes that have been launched in the Baltic States, Romania or Bulgaria, to encourage and facilitate the "return home". The ID Group should campaign on a theme that will touch the heart of the patriotic fibre of the populations of these countries.

A Europe of concrete actions and culture

131. There were many expectations of the citizens of the countries that joined the European Union, notably a better life, a higher standard of living, more and better qualified jobs. They have been more or less fulfilled, more in the North of Eastern Europe, much less in the South. The Balkan countries are waiting...

132. Due to their bureaucratic complexity and the fact that they are often monopolised by Western experts or local politicians, European aid remains ineffective, remote and leaves out entire regions, especially in rural areas. Projects are often poorly adapted to needs due to a lack of consultation with local socio-economic actors. How to improve the intervention of European funds would be a concrete subject that the ID Group could take up?
In the same vein, the Group could put forward to the European Parliament a series of concrete actions vis-à-vis the Eastern and Central European region such as:
133 ● A European civil protection corps with a European fleet of fire-fighting assets.

134 ● A strengthening of the FRONTEX agency in Warsaw and multinational border security teams.

135 ● Increased cooperation in the fight against terrorism and organised crime

136 ● Transport infrastructure (trains, roads) which is sorely lacking in the Western and Eastern Balkans.

137 ● Well-targeted training actions and a European learning programme with ERASMUS-type exchanges.

138 ● Support for artistic creation in the countries concerned, highlighting identities and historical heritage.

139 ● Twinning programmes between cities, rural regions and associations to forge links between citizens, similar to what General de Gaulle and Konrad Adenauer did with the Franco-German reconciliation.

140 ● Historical routes in the footsteps of the great figures who made history in these countries (Kosciusko, Emmanuel Kant, Ciurlionis, John Paul II, Jean Huss, Mother Teresa, Sándor Petőfi, Ivo Andric, Frederik Chopin, Vassil Levski...) and to encourage Western Europeans to learn about the history of their Eastern neighbours.

141 ● Although not yet members of the European institutions, the countries of the Western Balkans should be able to be associated from now on with Europe's concrete actions, in particular linking infrastructures of European interest, exchanges, twinning, historical routes.

More transparent and democratic European institutions

142. Although this subject is very far from arousing passions among the populations of Eastern European countries, the ID Group's positions in favour of simplifying and democratising the European institutions are bound to be favourably received in countries traumatised by Soviet bureaucracy and, to a lesser extent, by the former Yugoslavia;

143 ● Reduce the role or transform the European Commission into a secretariat, as this unelected body is displeasing with "Commissioners" who look an awful lot like the political Commissioners of the Bolshevik revolution...

144 ● Strengthen the roles of the legitimate bodies, Council and Parliament.

145 ● Enforce true subsidiarity, i.e. forbid the EU to act where national or/and regional and local action is more effective (education, organisation of society, justice, town planning...). What can be done well, or even better, by a state or a local authority should not be attributed to Brussels.

146 ● Rediscover the principle of mutual recognition which ensures freedom of movement without imposing uniform standards. Anything sold in one country, with its rules and traditions, must be able to circulate throughout the Union.

Strong support for the middle classes,

small and medium-sized enterprises

147. The Group should advocate that European support should be directed primarily towards small and medium-sized farms, craftsmen, SMEs, short circuits and innovative projects. This aid will only be viable if it is quick, simple and relayed on the ground by legitimate and recognised intermediary bodies. GAFAM, the big internationalist NGOs and certain large groups that want to get their hands on the wealth and consciences of Europeans should no longer be able to act on 'conquered ground'.

148. In the same vein, it’s important that Europe take better care of European business, protect it and support it! Small and medium-sized family businesses, the source of Europe's wealth, should once again be held up as a model, and the necessary financing for their growth should be provided by supporting networks of local banks.

Return to community preference

and promote localism

149. In most of the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans, opinions are in favour of local or national production in the face of the influx of imported products, from Western Europe but especially from Asia.

150. The ID Group's discourse on a return to European preference, national preference, local preference will certainly find a great echo there. The idea of a preference in favour of local companies for public contracts would be a promising theme. The concepts of energy autonomy, food self-sufficiency, short circuits, sanitary and military independence must be put forward as the new priorities of a refunded Europe. The ecological imperative must join the imperative of economic independence in this area so that Europe produces what it needs itself, controls strategic sectors and subordinates all trade with the outside world to its own interests!

151. A campaign on these themes by the Group will certainly be very well received, both by national-conservative political movements and by public opinion, trade unions and professional associations.

152. The “terroirs” of the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans have excellent local products that are little known to Western audiences. It could be suggested that the European Protected Designations of Origin (PDO) and Protected Geographical Indications (PGI) be strengthened and extended. The EU could be required to be much more vigilant in enforcing the rights of European producers and companies against counterfeiting from outside or fraudulent use of European trademarks.

153. The concept of localism seems very well suited to the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans, which must regain a form of economic autonomy after years of laissez-faire and unlimited opening up of their markets.

Do not accept the green dictatorship

154. The government programme of the new red-green-yellow coalition in power in Germany is chilling, particularly in that it claims to impose on the whole of Europe the choices of the "green Taliban" who are now in charge in Berlin.

155 ● Immediate closure of coal mines and all so-called "polluting" activities

156 ● Electric cars for everyone in the very near future.

157 ● Rejection of nuclear power.

158 ● Control over all our daily activities (travel, food...) to impose on us the choices of the "green Taliban" and screening of all the activities of craftsmen, farmers, small entrepreneurs to impose methods and standards that suit only big industry.

159. The result of these diktats will be the disappearance of whole sections of the European economies, particularly in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans, and consequently the further strengthening of the weight of the German economy and the multinationals.

160. The ID Group should first insist on the need to give back the freedom to states to choose their own energy strategy as well as food and consumption patterns. The European Commission's "green deal" must be reviewed, taking into account the differences in development between countries and the specific needs and realities of small and medium-sized enterprises, industry, crafts and agriculture.

161. It is therefore important to denounce the current dangers of political ecology and to promote, instead, another form of ecology, which begins with respect for peoples and their territories, their ways of life, their traditions and cultures, in order to better reflect the reciprocal and age-old adaptation of humans to their natural conditions. It is time to design a responsible and balanced ecology. The transition to a decarbonised economy will be made in stages, without disrupting traditional activities such as agri¬culture. There is no question of abandoning nuclear power where it is accepted by the population and is the most efficient non-carbon energy. There is no question of covering the land with hideous German windmills or Chinese solar panels when the earth's resources, notably geothermal and hydroelectric, are under-exploited.
10 recommendations

to the Identity and Democracy Group

1. Do not take the whole of Central and Eastern Europe and the Balkan countries as a whole, but understand that each nation is different.

2. To take into consideration the historical roots of each people, its history and evolution until the most recent years.

3. To put forward concrete campaign issues that speak to the citizens of the regions concerned rather than slogans or debates on institutional issues.

4. Choose campaign themes that can be supported by large parts of public opinion in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the Balkans, such as the fight against corruption in European funding, the protection of borders and the danger of migratory subversion from other continents, support for the middle classes, the rejection of green dictatorship, localism and national preference, the Europe of cooperation and concrete projects.

5. To favour links with national-conservative movements (and their wings most favourable to the Group's ideas), rather than small "catch-all" counter-movements which are born spontaneously and disappear just as quickly and which can "change tack".

6. Do not neglect to address also the parties of national minorities, a historical reality in this part of Europe, as well as sometimes certain movements from the left.

7. Also address civil societies, citizens' movements, associations, intermediary bodies, associations of small and medium-sized enterprises and farmers, which are often very receptive to the theses developed by the Group.

8. Acting through the Foundation, a more discreet way of disseminating ideas via conferences, studies, colloquia, etc.

9. Identify people in these countries who are likely to be relays of the Group's influence by inviting them to meetings, colloquia and conferences. One can also think of organising study visits for them or offering them scholarships.

10. It would perhaps be appropriate for the members of the Group (starting with those of the French delegation) to take charge of a country in the area to make contacts, identify partners and then suggest such and such an action (visits, conferences, invitations, internships, activities with the ID Foundation).

